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THE CITY	40
Neighbours may disagree about religion or "politics" or
cash; but they do not generally disagree about water-
supply and drains. The simplest remedy of evil seems to be
to hit someone else on the head, but this does not improve
the drains. Co-operation is better for drains. Thus a
common good is discovered and worked for by people
who disagree in other matters, and each can gain from
that common good without the other losing. In practice a
new kind of good is produced. For attaining that, not
altruism but a development of the social elements in each
person is required. The institutions of city government,
recently improved, require invigoration. The dominance
of the common good in public policy depends upon those
who have a sense of that good in terms applicable to the
existing conditions. Not everyone in a city has an equal
sense of that city. Most people cannot understand what to
work for as easily as they can understand what to work
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THE NATION	63
The "Nation" is the conception used as a means of escape
from industrial conflict, but the metaphor of war has to
be used to explain even the common good in peace. The
American experiment is important for us. The United
States, like all modern nations, covers a population with
a certain sense of a common tradition as a basis for law
and order. Under the government so maintained, industry
has grown up. But the purpose of individual enterprise
has been believed to be the getting of wealth by any group
at the expense of all others, and the result has been
economic depression. Modern "economic nationalism" is
not the same thing as the old "Protectionism," A new
sense of "the nation*' is affecting industrial and financial
organization; and it rests with this generation to see that
the direction taken by the new forces is not oppressive
nor destructive. It is not a choice between old-fashioned
Nationalism and Internationalism, but between two kinds
of Nationalism.
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